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Thank you
Thank you for your participation in this project 
so far. You are helping us connect clean and 
reliable wind power to all Albertans.

Construction for the South Foothills Transmission Project  
is underway. This newsletter includes information about  
the construction process and what to expect during the 
upcoming months.

Construction near Claresholm: Although the AUC has approved the 
transmission line route on the east side of Claresholm, the AUC has directed 
AltaLink to investigate a stakeholder suggested route on the west side of 
Claresholm and file a report about the investigation with the AUC by December 
31, 2013. The AUC will review the report and will determine if AltaLink is 
required to file an amendment to include the route on the west side as part 
of SFTP. If the AUC determines that AltaLink does not need to amend, AltaLink 
could start construction on the approved east route once the decision is made. 
If AltaLink is required to amend, construction will not begin on this portion until 
the AUC makes a decision on the amendment.

Questions?
We have Right-of-Way Coordinators 
who will be your dedicated contact 
throughout the construction 
process. They will be available to 
answer any questions you may 
have and provide you with updates 
about the construction process. 
Please know that we will contact 
you in advance of beginning any 
construction activities that  
may be required on your land.

ConTACT Your  
AlTAlink CoordinATorS

Kurt Kaminsky - 403-710-7961 
Lindsay Beston - 403-852-3109 
Dale McKenzie - 403-504-3171 
Steven Day - 403-387-8263
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Construction activities 
Construction of the new substations and transmission line will require a 
large amount of staff, materials and equipment. We expect construction 
will take about two years to complete and the project will be in service in 
the summer of 2015. The typical stages of construction include:

• tree removal and management of vegetation as required

• right-of-way access and structure workspace area preparation

• material delivery including foundation materials and structure steel

• installation of structure foundations

• structure assembly

• structure erection, lifted by helicopter or a crane

• wire delivery and preparation of locations for stringing  
transmission line wire

• stringing and attaching wire to each structure

• completing inspections and energizing the line and substations

• clean up and restoration of the workspaces and right-of-way

Structure assembly
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Project background
Public consultation for the South Foothills Transmission Project began  
in November 2009. Our consultation program included 800 discussions 
with stakeholders through open houses, one-on-one consultations,  
phone calls and written correspondence. The Facilities Application for  
this project was filed with the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) for 
review in September 2012. 

The AUC held a hearing for the project in May 2013 and the AUC approved  
the project in October 2013.  

The approved South Foothills Transmission Project includes:

• building approximately 123 kilometres (76 miles) of new double circuit  
240 kV transmission line (to be called 1037L/1038L) from south of Fort 
Macleod to east of High River

• building a new substation (to be called Windy Flats) south of  
Fort Macleod

• a new series capacitor station (similar in appearance to a substation) 
to be located adjacent to the existing Stavely South 349S Substation
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DeFiniTion 

right-of-way
The right-of-way is a strip of land 
required for the construction and 
safe operation of a transmission line. 
A right-of-way refers to the physical 
space a transmission line encompasses 
including areas on either side of the 
line. The majority of the right-of-way 
can still be used by the landowner.  
For more information, please visit  
www.altalink.ca/rightofway.

DeFiniTion 

Screw piles 
Screw piles are used for transmission 
structure foundations. Similar to using  
a power drill to advance a screw into  
a block of wood, the thread on a screw 
pile allows it to be turned into the 
ground with accuracy and very limited 
impact to the ground around it or  
the environment.

Screw pile

Where are we now?
Due to scheduling requirements and environmental considerations,  
different stages of construction activities will occur during varying  
time periods depending on your location along the project. 

righT-oF-wAY And workSpACe AreA prepArATion

• building approaches to access land with construction equipment 
(installing gates in existing fences where required)

• surveying to determine structure locations and identifying the edge  
of the right-of-way

• clearing of brush and grading to create safe working conditions

• selectively removing vegetation identified as hazardous on or outside  
the right-of-way to ensure the safe operation of the line

AFTer SiTe prepArATion iS CompleTe, ConSTruCTion work  
will begin inCluding:

• delivering foundation materials at structure locations

• building foundations for the structures, typically by drilling in screw 
piles and installing steel cap plates (some areas may require concrete 
foundations based on soil conditions)

• assembling the transmission structures. The majority of structure 
assembly will take place at designated assembly yards located along  
the transmission line route, some assembly will be conducted at the 
structure site

• erecting structures by lifting the structure onto the foundation using  
a helicopter or a crane

• grading and leveling substation locations

• installing substation equipment 

Please note that during the helicopter activity your designated  
Coordinator will be in contact with you to let you know what to expect.
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2611 - 3rd Avenue SE  
Calgary, Alberta T2A 7W7

our commitment 

our emploYeeS And ConTrACTorS

Should you have any concerns or questions related to construction  
activities, please contact the Coordinator responsible for your area.

A typical work day for construction activities will be from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
to limit the length of time nearby residents are impacted by the noise. 
Construction activities will take place seven days a week.

Traffic control protocol is implemented on all sites to ensure:

• construction traffic is restricted to authorized areas

• prior to entry on the right-of-way all equipment is properly cleaned  
and free of mud, vegetation, visible oil, gas and grease leaks

wildliFe

Work areas will have environmental monitors to observe species at risk and 
all wildlife in the area. Specific protection measures will be implemented  
if required. 

nATurAl And CulTivATed lAndS

All activities follow the Environmental Protection and Mitigation Plan 
developed for the project:

• work in wet areas will typically be completed under frozen/dry conditions 
or matting will be used

• special practices are implemented for native prairie and improved  
forage areas

• areas of known weed infestation will be indicated prior to construction 
and the appropriate measures implemented to prevent spreading

• necessary repairs will be completed with topsoil replacement and 
vegetation restoration

SAFeTY 

AltaLink’s safety standards and practices are developed to meet or exceed 
government guidelines and codes to ensure that our facilities meet the 
requirements for public, employee and neighbouring facility safety.

LoCaL ProjeCT 
eConomiC beneFiTS
Altalink is proud to support the 
communities in which we live and operate. 
during peak construction approximately  
300 people could be working on this project.

privACY CommiTmenT 

AltaLink is committed to protecting your privacy. Your personal information that is collected will be 
protected under AltaLink’s Privacy Policy and the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. 
As part of the regulatory process for new transmission projects, AltaLink may provide your personal 
information to the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC). For more information about how AltaLink protects 
your personal information, visit our website at www.altalink.ca/privacy or contact us directly via e-mail at 
privacy@altalink.ca or phone at 1-877-267-6760.


